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riage but only a contract respecting property relations made
upon the occasion of a marriage.
Consequently, these codes and the literature of the period
treated the entire question of the effects of marriage on prop-
erty as a question of contract. In the French Civil Code and
codes of other countries influenced by it, the subject is still
retained in the sections dealing with contracts. Not until very
recent times have some of these countries, particularly Italy,
Greece, and Peru, included in their new codes chapters on
patrimonial relations between the spouses, chapters placed
along with others dealing with the law of family relations.
Numerous topics pertaining to the effects of marriage, how-
ever, are still dispersed throughout the codes.
American law has not developed in this subject a body of
doctrine similar to that of the German Civil Code. The nearest
approach to it is a collection of scattered topics connected with
marriage, brought together under the heading of "husband
and wife" in the various treatises and casebooks on family re-
lations. By analytical comparison, we find an important dif-
ference in that marriage in itself does not have so many
peculiar consequences in the present private law of this country
as it does in Europe. The emancipation of married women,
particularly as brought about by the equal rights statutes of
the common law states, has reduced the effects of marriage to
a comparatively small residuum.
Gradually, married women have been granted the power to
own and manage property in their own names and the capacity
to make valid contracts with and conveyances to third parties;
transactions between husband and wife have been rendered
possible; and the peculiar rules on liability for torts committed
by a married woman and on the husband?s liability for the
wife's prenuptial debts abolished. Indeed, in a few states, the
old disabilities of married women have been swept away com-
pletely.